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If you use RStudio on Linux (e.g., using the WRDS RStudio Server platform) and your packages are still 

compiling from source, do yourself a favour and follow the instructions here

Type cat /etc/os-release at the command line and use that information to answer the “what Linux 

distribution are you using?” question, then proceed with the Repository URL provided.

(I know there are other solutions for this, but this one comes with easy instructions.)

Setup update - 10 November 2026

Posit’s interface has changed since this post. Its current instructions are to choose the CRAN repository, 

use Select Distribution in the repository menu to select a compatible Linux distribution, and then 

open Setup to obtain the repository URL. In RStudio, paste that URL into Tools → Global Options 

→ Packages → Primary CRAN repository. See Posit’s distribution instructions and R configuration 

guide.

For Linux binaries, use the URL generated for the appropriate distribution rather than a generic source-

repository URL. Posit also documents R user-agent configuration and runtime dependencies, which may 

matter if packages still compile from source.
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/iangow_posit-package-manager-activity-7427451728028991488-K67U
https://p3m.dev/client/#/repos/cran/setup
https://docs.posit.co/rspm/user/r-binary-packages.html
https://docs.posit.co/rspm/user/configure-r.html
https://docs.posit.co/rspm/user/configure-r.html
https://docs.posit.co/rspm/admin/serving-binaries.html#r-configuration-steps-linux

