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Originally shared on LinkedIn on 2026-01-15 (UTC).

ChatGPT is a pretty awesome copy editor (I guess other Als are too). It picks up not only typos, but even
issues in code and inconsistencies in data-handling. At times it is too willing to say “here is revised text ...,
but then you tell it that you want notes and feedback, not edited text.

It also works very nicely with Git. Git is such a great tool for complex writing projects (e.g., a book or paper
with a lot of code) and is nicely integrated into RStudio. Though there is a bit of a learning curve, especially
for “off label” use cases.

(The screenshot below shows things mostly caught by ChatGPT ... it also found two [fortunately very minor]
errors in my code.)

Follow-up comment
15 January 2026

The two coding errors I mentioned are discussed here: https://iangow.github.io/far_book/#sec-fixes

They are the ones on p. 257 and on p. 382 of the printed book.

Link update - 9 November 2026

The book’s errata have moved to Corrections and updates. The original link above still points readers
there. The comment records the assessment at the time of the original post; the maintained errata now
describe the corrections and their effects in more detail.



https://www.linkedin.com/posts/iangow_chatgpt-is-a-pretty-awesome-copy-editor-activity-7417619120126558208-PeGb
https://iangow.github.io/far_book/corrections.html#sec-errata

Changes History main ~ (all commits) ~ Q, search
Subject Author Date (UTC)
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origin/main  origin/HEAD Several fixes suggested by ChatGPT. lan Gow <iandgow@gmail.com> 2025-12-28 72af8b06
Minor tweaks. lan Gow <iandgow@gmail.com> 2025-12-27 42d87bde
Fixed deprecated usage of “across()’. lan Gow <iandgow@gmail.com> 2025-12-27 75fc28eb
Switched to parquet for “ffjr.qmd". lan Gow <iandgow@gmail.com> 2025-12-26 b452b454
Fixed "and". lan Gow <iandgow@gmail.com> 2025-12-25 4a52dadl
Puihlich hank lan Cow <iandanw@nmail rams 2N25-12-25  FI1RR7S2

4 4 Commits 1-100 0f 1,498 (b B

@@ -704,7 +704,7 @@ Another approach would be to simply download all the “company.gz® files and proc
704 784 The problem with this approach is that this processing is time-consuming and thus best done once.

705 705
706 786 Here we use the parquet file format to store the data. \index{Parquet files}
707 As it is easy to imagine using these on projects other than our hypothetical “"glms"® project, we will store the SEC EDGAR

filings data discussed in “edgar’, a subdirectory of "DATA_DIR defined above named.
707 As it is easy to imagine using these on projects other than our hypothetical “"glms"™ project, we will store the SEC EDGAR
filings data discussed in ‘edgar’, a subdirectory of ‘DATA_DIR' defined above.
708 708
709 703 " {r}
710 710 edgar_dir <- file.path(data_dir, "edgar")
@@ -1686,6 +1686,7 8@ Regression results are shown in @tbl-gst-tab-3.
1686 1686 '*‘{r}
1687 1687 #| label: tbl-gst-tab-3
1688 1688 #| tbl-cap: "Financial statement complexity and voluntary disclosure"
1689 #| warning: false
1689 1690 modelsummary(map(fms, get_coefs),
1696 1691 statistic = "statistic”,
1691 1692 gof_map = "nobs",
@@ -1717,7 +1718,7 @@ Check that this is a valid primary key. \index{Primary key}
1717 1718 3. What primary key could we use for “filing_10k_merged'?
1718 1719 Check that this is a valid primary key. \index{Primary key}
1719 1720
1720 4. From @fig-complex-ts, do you cbserve a change in measures of liquidity around 10-K filings dates?
1721 4. From @fig-complex-ts, do you observe a change in measures of liquidity around 10-K filing dates?
1721 1722 Why Cor why not) would we expect to see a change around these events?
1722 1723
1723 1724 5. From @fig-complex-ts, do you observe a relation between the complexity of financial statements and illiquidity?
@@ -1748,7 +1749,7 @@ Because these files are continually being updated, we might want to update our f
1748 1749 However, ideally we would avoid downloading files that we already have.
1749 1750
175@ 1751 If you visit any of pages from which we obtained the filings, such as the page for the second quarter of 2822 that we looked
at earlier in the chapter, you can see that the "last modified" timestamp for each file.A[See
<https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/full-index/2022/QTR2/>.]

1751 We can use collect this information and store it and then later on only download files with a more recent "last modified”

timestamp.
1752 We can collect this information and store it and then later on only download files with a more recent "last modified"

timestamp.

1752 1753

1753 1754 The ‘get_last_update()" function scrapes the "last modified" information from the page for a given “year® and “quarter’.

1754 1755

% index.qmd View file @ ce5821d1

@@ -281,8 +281,15 @@ All of these errata have been fixed in the online version.
281 281 - p. 404 (typo): In caption for Figure 22.2, add word "indicator" to say "SOX 484 report indicator" to make caption consistent

with that for Figure 22.1.
282 282 - p. 409 (typo): "inherently estimated” should be "inherently estimates".

283 283 - p. 411 (typesetting): Removed extra space in “fyear < 11°.
284 - p. 419 (typo): Denominator in expression at the bottom of the page should be $x_j$, not $x_i$.
285 - p. 420 (typo): Should be "... density function and the coefficient $\beta_j3$" (i.e., not $\beta_i$).
286 - p. 427 (typo): Remove word "below” from "following line of code below".
287 - p. 427 (typo): Replace "you many not need” with "you may not need".
288 - p. 431 (typo): Remove word "named" from sentence ending "above named".
284 289 - p. 431 (typo): Add word "function" after "load_parquet()” in footnote 13. Delete word "function" after “read_parguet()’ in

the same footnote.

285 290 p. 433 (typo): "increase from 1994 to 1995" should be "a significant increase from 1994 to 1995".
291 - p. 444 (typo): Replace "filings" with "filing" in "... around 10-K filings dates".
292 - p. 445 (typo): Remove word "use" from "can use collect".
286 293 - p. 452 (typo): "left half of Table 5 ... (i.e., $\beta_l = @3)" should be "left half of Table 5 ... (i.e., $\beta_l = 9.8%)".
287 294 - p. 455 (typo): "strikingly difference estimates"” should be "strikingly different estimates".
288 295 -p 2 (typo): Delete word "of" after "Equation (1)" in question 2.

Figure 1: The original RStudio screenshot showing Git history and changes to the book.
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